316                         NOTES ON PLATO.
EPISTLE Y.    To PEBDICCAS.    01. 103. 4. Plat. Op. Serrani, Yol. 3. p. 321.
Perdiccas, the second son of Amyntas, succeeded to the crown of Macedon, after the death of his brother in law, Ptolemy of Alorus, 01. 103. 4. There seem to have been ancient ties of hospitality and of friendship between the royal family of Macedon, from Archelaus's time, and the principal literati of Athens. Plato here recommends his friend and scholar, Eu-phrams, a native of Oreus in Euboea, to be of Perdiccas's council, and his secretary. He grew into the highest favour with Perdiccas, and was trusted with the entire management of all his affairs. He used his power arbitrarily enough. Caristius,1 of Pergamus, gives the following instance of it; that, he would not suffer any one to sit at the king's table, who was ignorant of geometry or of philosophy. And yet to Plato and to Euphraeus did the great Philip of Macedon owe his succession to the kingdom, (as 2 Speusippus writes in a letter to Philip reproaching him with his ingratitude,) for by them was his brother Perdiccas persuaded to bestow on him some districts as an appanage, where, after his death, Philip was enabled to raise troops, and to recover the kingdom. Euphrseus, upon the death of his master, having rendered himself hateful to the principal Macedonians, was obliged, as it seems, to retire into his own country; where, soon
1  Ap. Athenaeum, L. 11. sub fin. p. 506. and 508.
2  Ap. Athenaeum, ut supra.